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Recommendations to General Assembly 2025

	Motion
	White
Book 
	Report / Proposal
	Recommendations
	Mover / Notes

	001
	
	
	That the Roll of the Assembly, as laid on the table, be accepted.
	Clerk of Assembly

	002
	
	
	That, pursuant to the election process of the Church, the Rev Peter Dunn be declared elected and be inducted as the Moderator of the 2025 General Assembly, to hold office until the induction of his successor at the next ordinary meeting of the Assembly, or as this Assembly determines.
	Clerk

	003
	
	
	That the reports and proposals printed in the Assembly Papers be received and be the working documents of the Assembly.
	ABWG


	004
	E1
	
	That the Standing Order as printed be accepted as the standing orders for the 2025 General Assembly.
	ABWG

	005
	
	
	That Heather McKenzie be appointed Deputy Clerk of Assembly until the close of the 2025 Assembly meeting.
	ABWG

	006
	
	
	That the Assembly recognise the following as associates:
Dan Spragg, Shona Bettany, Anne Stewart, Gerald Bradfield  (Assembly Business Workgroup), Kat Solomona (Council of Assembly), Kerry Enright (Book of Order Advisory Committee), Ryhan Prasad (Leadership Sub-committee), Craig Donaldson (Resource Sub-committee), Andrew Souness and Ron Mills (Church Property Trustees), Very Rev Rose Luxford (Immediate Past Moderator).
	ABWG


	007
	
	
	That the following people be associated with the Assembly for the purpose of speaking to specific reports:
Andrew Doubleday (UCANZ), Charissa Nicol (Proposal F2), Murray Rae (Board of Knox & Salmond Colleges) 
	ABWG


	008
	
	
	That the Facilitation Group, under Standing Order 24, comprise
Judith Souness, Martin Stewart 
	ABWG


	009
	
	
	That the timekeepers for this Assembly be :
Maria Herbert, Litia Paulo, Matalena Tuiloma,
Silila Ioane, Hayley Barrows, Naomi Faga, 
Tipesa Te'evale
	ABWG


	010

	
	
	That the scrutineers for the Assembly be:
Makesi Alatimu, Nga Rolston, Fergus Sime.
Tanielu Paulo, Litia Paulo, Epati Ieremia, Hayley Barrow
Tailua Soli, Naomi Faga, Tailua Soli, Maria Lemalie
	ABWG

	011
	
	
	That the following church councils be given approval to meet during the 2025 General Assembly:
· Napier North Presbyterian 
· St Paul’s-St Mark’s, Whanganui
· Knox Fitzroy, New Plymouth
· Mangapapa, Gisborne
· Hawera
· First Church, Martinborough
· Milson
	ABWG

	012
	G
	Memorial Minutes
	That Memorial Minutes for the following be placed in the records of the Assembly:  
Doug Anderson, David Balchin, Roy Christian, Martin Cleland, Bruce Deverell, Sheena Dickson, David Douglas, Doug Earp, Tom Etuata, Mika Fa’amausili, Bob Fendall, Graeme Fergusson, Ron Gilder, Errol Hildreth, Dick Holland, John Hunt, David Jack, Robin Lane, Fogatia Levi, Janet McKinlay, Elizabeth Mansill, Peter Matheson, Roger Millichamp, Bill Moore, Sr Cath Morley, Mr Allan Paulin, Robert Paterson, Dennis Povey, Pam Pruden, Laurie Richards, Shirley Simmers, John Sinclair, Jim Soper,  Fania Talagi, Brian Williscroft, Mr Peter Weir.
	Clerk


	013
	
	Anniversaries of ordination
	That General Assembly acknowledge anniversaries of ordination and that the Moderator convey the warm congratulations and greetings of the Assembly to those for whom these milestones will be celebrated before the next Assembly.
	Clerk

	014
	H
	Ministerial Roll
	That General Assembly confirm the changes to the Ministerial Roll since the Assembly last met.
	Clerk

	015
	
	Records correction
		That the record of changes to the Ministerial Roll for the 2008 General Assembly be archived with the Proceedings of the 2008 General Assembly.
	Clerk

	016
	
	
	That General Assembly confirm Presbytery representatives on the Nominating Committee.
	Clerk


	017
	C #1
	Te Aka Puahou
	That the change of name from Te Aka Puaho to Te Aka Puahou be noted.
	Tamiana Thrupp


	018
	C #2
	Te Aka Puahou
	That the Book of Order and all related documents be amended accordingly. 
	Tamiana Thrupp


	019
	D1 p1, #1
	Council of Assembly
	That General Assembly place on record its thanks to those who have assisted the Council of Assembly in  responding to the Findings and Recommendations of the Royal Commission Report into Abuse in Care and on the journey to incorporate these into the life of the Presbyterian Church.
	Kat Solomona


	020
	D1 p1, #2
	Council of Assembly
	That congregations and presbyteries be urged to ensure the Church’s redress process is understood and effectively communicated at all levels of church life; that appropriate training is provided where necessary, and the process is applied diligently and consistently.
	Kat Solomona


	021
	D1 p1, #3
	Council of Assembly
	That Rev Brendan O’Hagan be appointed Convenor of the Nominating Committee 2025-27.
	Kat Solomona


	022
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #1
	General Assembly Review
	That the core funding for Assembly be included in the annual General Assembly budget.
	Abi Trevathan / Andrew Howley

	023
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #2
	General Assembly Review
	That the Council of Assembly work with Resource Sub-Committee to develop a new funding model for General Assembly 2027, acknowledging its importance in the life of our Church and including consideration of building the attendance costs into Assembly Assessment.
	Abi / Andrew

	024
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #3
	General Assembly Review
	That the Book of Order Advisory Committee be asked to draft regulations enabling the possibility of hybrid Assemblies.
	Abi / Andrew

	025
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #4
	General Assembly Review
	That reports to General Assembly be made available to the wider Church prior to Assembly, and that General Assembly is made freely available for viewing via livestream from 2027 onwards.
	Abi / Andrew

	026
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #5
	General Assembly Review
	a. That a task group be formed to expand on the work done in 1998 on models of consensus decision- making and how we could begin to implement this in our life together. 
b. That the consensus decision-making task group consult with Te Aka Puahou and the Uniting Church in Australia in the first instance.
	Abi / Andrew

	027
	D1.1 on D1 p21, #6
	General Assembly Review
	a. That a standing task group be formed to continue to discern the future shape of General Assembly. 
b. That this task group be afforded transparency around the budget process of the Presbyterian Church and a budget for meetings.
c. That the standing task group work with the Assembly Business Work Group and Local Arrangements to shape future Assemblies.
	Abi / Andrew


	028
	D1.2 on D1 p31, #1
	PressGo Review
	That General Assembly acknowledge there is still a valuable role for PressGo to work with presbyteries and congregations in mission.
	Rob McIntosh


	029
	D1.2 on D1 p31, #2
	PressGo Review
	That General Assembly approve an increase in the maximum size of the PressGo Board from six to eight members.
	Rob McIntosh


	030
	D1.2 on D1 p31, #3
	PressGo Review
	That General Assembly affirm the PressGo Board engaging with mission partners across the Church to strengthen collaborative ways of working with those partners.
	Rob McIntosh


	031
	D1.2 on D1 p31, #4
	PressGo Review
	That the Council of Assembly be asked to explore with the PressGo Board how best to provide dedicated coordination support for the Board, using existing resources available to PressGo.
	Rob McIntosh


	032
	D1.3 on D1 p45, #1
	Mission Enterprise Fund Review
	That the Mission Enterprise Fund be wound up 
effective no later than 31 January 2026.
	Erin Pendreigh 


	033
	D1.3 on D1 p45, #2
	Mission Enterprise Fund Review
	That partner churches be advised that the Presbyterian Church has wound up the Mission Enterprise Fund.
	Erin Pendreigh 


	034
	D1.3 on D1 p45, #3
	Mission Enterprise Review
	That Book of Order Supplementary Provision for Chapter 16 paragraph 4.5 be revoked.
	Erin Pendreigh 


	035
	D1.3 on D1 p45, 34
	Mission Enterprise Fund Review
	That the contribution cut-off date for the Mission Enterprise Fund be 30 June 2025. 
	Erin Pendreigh 


	036
	D1.3 on D1 p45, #5
	Mission Enterprise Fund Review
	a. That, at the date of winding up, the funds held in the Aroha Fund within the Mission Enterprise Fund be given to Te Aka Puahou to administer.
b. That the Aroha funds be used to support ministry among people who are vulnerable and socially disadvantaged.
	Erin Pendreigh 


	037
	D1.3 on D1 p45, #6
	Mission Enterprise Fund Review
	That, at the date of winding up the Mission Enterprise Fund, the remaining 80% of funds be given to presbyteries for mission projects, seed funding and the support of stipend/salary for specific mission projects, with 20% each to Te Aka Puahou and the Pacific Presbytery, 10% each to Northern, Kaimai, Central and Alpine Presbyteries.
	Erin Pendreigh 


	038
	D1.4 after D1 p52, #1
	Appointment of Assembly Executive Secretary
	That the Rev Erin Pendreigh be appointed Assembly Executive Secretary, effective from 1 February 2026.

	Peter MacKenzie

	039
	D2, #1
	Leadership 
Sub-committee
	That Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership be given responsibility for the training and the period of probation of a candidate for local ordained ministry, and the Book of Order be amended accordingly.
	Ryhan Prasad


	040
	D2, #2
	Leadership 
Sub-committee
	That local ordained ministry candidates be assessed using the national assessment selection process.   
	Ryhan Prasad


	041
	D2, #3
	Leadership Sub-committee
	a. That the decision of the 2022 Assembly to amend the requirements for the reception of ministers of other denominations to the Ministerial Roll to include "an approved induction programme to be completed within the first year of reception" be fallen from.
b. That the requirement for 12 months prior membership of a Presbyterian congregation be reinstated for reception of ministers from other denominations to the Ministerial Roll.
	Ryhan Prasad


	042
	D3, #1
	Resource 
Sub-committee
	That General Assembly receive the audited accounts of the Church for the financial year 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 
	Craig Donaldson 


	043
	D3, #2
	Resource 
Sub-committee
	That the Convenor and Deputy Convenor of the Council of Assembly be authorised to sign the audited accounts on behalf of the General Assembly.
	Craig Donaldson 


	044
	E2, #1
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 1 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	045
	E2, #2
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 2 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	046
	E2, #3
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 3 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	047
	E2, #4
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 4 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	048
	E2, #5
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 5 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	049
	E2, #6
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 6 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	050
	E2, #7
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 7 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	051
	E2, #8
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 8 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	052
	E2, #9
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 9 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	053
	E2, #10
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 10 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	054
	E2, #11
	AES
	That the changes to Book of Order regulations as set out in Proposal 11 of the Assembly Executive Secretary report be adopted.
	Wayne Matheson

	055
	E2, #12
	AES
	That, pursuant to the Presbyterian Church Property Act 1930, the following be the Commission with Assembly powers to deal with such matters as may be submitted to it by the Church Property Trustees under Section 5 of the Amendment Act 1914 and to be the Commission under section 7 of the Presbyterian Church Property Amendment Act 1996 to consider applications under Part 1 of the Act:
The Rt Rev Peter Dunn (Moderator), Very Rev Rose Luxford, Revs Becky Heale, Sage Harris, Richard McLean, Anne Stewart; Ms Fiona Coughlan, Messrs Andrew Irwin, Simon Shaw and Assembly Executive Secretary. 
Associate: Executive Officer of the Presbyterian Church Property Trustees.
	Wayne Matheson







Harrie

	056
	E3, #1
	Book of Order Advisory Committee
	That the amendments to the Book of Order set out in Appendices 1 and 2 of the report of the Book of Order Advisory Committee be accepted and remitted to presbyteries and church councils under the special legislative procedure.
	Kerry Enright


	057
	E3, #2
	Book of Order Advisory Committee
	That the amendments to the Book of Order set out in Appendix 1 of the report of the Book of Order Advisory Committee be adopted as interim provisions having force until the next General Assembly meets.
	Kerry Enright


	058
	E3, #3
	Book of Order Advisory Committee
	That the Supplementary Provisions amendments adopted by the Council of Assembly set out in 
Appendix 3 of the report of the Book of Order 
Advisory Committee be ratified.

	Kerry Enright


	059
	E3, #4
	Book of Order Advisory Committee
	That the Supplementary Provisions set out in 
Appendix 4 of the report of the Book of Order 
Advisory Committee be repealed, adopted or amended as indicated therein.
	Kerry Enright


	060
	E3, #5
	Book of Order Advisory Committee
	That the draft Code of Practice set out in Appendix 5 of the report of the Book of Order Advisory Committee be circulated to presbyteries for comment by 30 June 2026, to enable the Book of Order Advisory Committee to draft the final wording of the Code for adoption by the Council of Assembly as a Supplementary Provision
	Kerry Enright


	061
	E4, #1
	Commission of Assembly

(Variation of Trusts)
	That General Assembly amend the purposes of the James Mackay Drummond Trust as follows:

To apply the capital and income of the Trust for the purpose of providing financial assistance to any former student of St. Andrew’s College of Christchurch for the training or study of any trade, profession or calling for which they show aptitude or talent.
	Wayne Matheson

	062
	E4, #2
	Commission of Assembly 

	That the General Assembly amends the purposes of the Thornton Blair International Travelling Scholarship Fund as set out in the report of the Commission of Assembly.
	Wayne Matheson

	063
	E5, #1
	Doctrine Core Group
	That the statement titled ‘A Theology of Ordination’ 
be adopted by the Assembly.
	Murray Rae


	
	E6
	Inter-Church
Tertiary Chaplaincy
	No recommendations
	

	064
	E7, #1
	Board of Knox College
& Salmond College
	That the revised Constitution of Knox College 
and Salmond College Incoporated be approved.

	Murray Rae

	065
	E8, #1
	Nominating Committee
	That the Council of Assembly undertake a review of the Assembly nomination processes and then report back to the 2027 General Assembly with 
recommendations. 

	Alan Judge


	066
	E8, #2
	Nominating Committee
	That the Nomination processes review include:
a. identifying the barriers to availability of nominations to committees of the church. 
b. considering whether it is time to move away from pure volunteers, to using more of the Assembly and Presbytery employees in the committee work of our church.
c. investigating whether the numbers of members on each committee could be reduced.
d. reviewing the roles of those committees and workgroups. 
	Alan Judge


	067
	E8, #3
	Nominating Committee
	That the membership of national church committees, work groups and other nationally appointed bodies be as set out in the appendix to the report of the Nominating Committee.
	Alan Judge

	
	E9
	Church Property Trustees
	No recommendations
	

	
	E10
	PressGo
	No recommendations
	

	
	E11
	Synod of Otago & Southland
	No recommendations
	

	068
	E12, #1
	UCANZ
	That the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand renew its commitment to nurturing Cooperating Ventures as a necessary and faithful expression of the Kingdom of God’s mission and ministry—especially in a year when we affirm our shared belief in the Nicene Creed and give thanks for the unity it represents across the Church, then and now.
	Andrew Doubleday

	
	E13
	Dialogue on sexuality
	No recommendations
	

	069
	E14, #1
	Te Kāhui Whanaungatana Workgroup
	That General Assembly encourage an intentional commitment to deepen and grow whanaungatanga using the seven specific suggested ways in the report of the Te Kāhui Whanaungatanga Workgroup, guided by the Holy Spirit.
	Allister Lane


	070
	E14, #2
	Te Kāhui Whanaungatana Workgroup
	That whanaungatanga be put into practice across the Church for shaping strategic direction, participation in structures, and how shared challenges, opportunities, conflicts, and decisions are attended to.

	Allister Lane


	071
	E14, #3
	Te Kāhui Whanaungatana 
	That strategy be discerned and developed by presbyteries appropriate to their contexts.
	Allister Lane


	072
	E14, #4
	Te Kāhui Whanaungatana 
	That the ‘Strategic Directions’ (2012) and ‘Bringing Clarity to our Mission’ (2014) documents be acknowledged as no longer the current strategy of the Church, and instead be recognised as historical reference resources on the Church’s continuing journey.
	Allister Lane


	073
	E14, #5
	Te Kāhui Whanaungatana.

	That the Te Kāhui Whanaungatanga Workgroup enable presbyteries and other groups to put into practice the commitment to deepen and grow whanaungatanga
	Allister Lane


	074
	F1 on F p1, #1
	Ministers’ Terms of Call
	That the Council of Assembly establish a task group to fully review the terms of call for Nationally Ordained Ministers and Locally Ordained Ministers set out in the Conditions of Service Manual, Church Management Support Guide, Accommodation Provisions for Ministers and Church Councils, and any other relevant Guidelines or documents.
	Garry Marquand


	075
	F1 on F p1, #2
	Ministers’ Terms of Call
	That the review task group address the specific issues identified in Kaimai Presbytery’s proposal, giving serious consideration to the submissions herein.
	Garry Marquand


	076
	F1 on F p1, #3
	Ministers’ Terms of Call
	That the review task group report to the next General Assembly.
	Garry Marquand

	077
	F2 on F p5, #1
	Presbyterian Women successor organisation
	That a task group be established to facilitate the formation of a successor organisation to Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New Zealand.
	Charissa Nicol


	078
	F2 on F p5, #2
	Presbyterian Women successor organisation
	That the task group have the following terms of reference:
· Oversee the establishment of the organisation, including its goals and constitution; 
· Engage with the United Nations in relation to consultative status;
· Comply with the United Nations timeline including if that requires action before the next Assembly; 
· Consult with relevant bodies and persons within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand; 
· Liaise with the Council of Assembly regarding any issues that might affect the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, the Council being authorised to resolve such issues on behalf of the General Assembly;
· Report to the next General Assembly.
	Charissa Nicol


	079
	F2 on F p5, #3
	Presbyterian Women successor organisation
	That the Council of Assembly be asked to appoint the members of the task group.
	Charissa Nicol


	080
	F3 on F p6, #1
	Quorum for presbytery gatherings
	That where Book of Order regulation 8.15 (1) states ‘A quorum for a meeting of the full presbytery held at a physical location is one third of the voting members, representing at least one third of the congregations of the presbytery.’, this be altered to read:
(1) A quorum for a meeting of the full presbytery held at a physical location is either one third of the voting members, or one third of the congregations of the presbytery.
	Martin Stewart


	081
	F4 on F p7, #1
	Taxation of churches
	That General Assembly, through the Inter Church Bureau, continue to advocate to oppose initiatives to tax the business operations of churches.  
	[bookmark: _Hlk52970281]Rosemarie Dawson


	082
	N/M
	Lloyd Geering
congratulations
	That this Assembly congratulate the Rev Professor Sir Lloyd Geering, in his 108th year, for his contribution to religion and the church in this country over many decades since his ordination as a young man; and acknowledges the particular contribution he has made since then, as a minister supportive of parish life in the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.
	Peter MacKenzie


	083
	N/M
	New option for settling ministry
	That General Assembly approve the ‘Local Pastor’ option as a 5th strand for settling ministry provided that
a.   the Local Pastor is an Elder
b.   the Local Pastor is employed by the parish and commissioned by the Presbytery to administer the sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism
c.   the Local Pastor has the same supervision and professional development requirements as an ordained minister.
	Eoin Crosbie


	084
	N/M
	New option for settling ministry
	That this new ministry settlement option be adopted as a trial.
	Eoin Crosbie


	085
	N/M
	New option for settling ministry
	That any Presbytery adopting this option report back to the next Assembly on its implementation. 
	Eoin Crosbie


	086
	N/M
	Weapons industry
	That General Assembly urge the Government to step away from a path of growing a weapons industry in Aotearoa New Zealand.   
	Ellen Murray

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	







